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Planning & Zoning Commission 

Special Meeting 

July 28th, 2022 Minutes 

City Council Chambers 

 

The special meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by 

Chairman Kent Wilson. Chairman Wilson stated that the meeting was being live streamed for the 

public through the City of Gallup’s Facebook page.  

 

Upon roll call, the following were present: 

 

Chairman K. Wilson 

Commissioner K. Mackenzie-Chavez 

Commissioner F. Pawlowski 

Commissioner M. Long 

Commissioner L. Miller  

Commissioner J. Cresto 

Commissioner K. Spolar 

 

Chairman Wilson asked if any Commissioner had a conflict of interest for any agenda item and if so 

to recuse him/herself prior to discussing the particular item.   

 

Upon roll call, the following votes were: 

Chairman K. Wilson (No) 

Commissioner K. Mackenzie-Chavez (No) 

Commissioner F. Pawlowski (No) 

Commissioner M. Long (No) 

Commissioner L. Miller (No) 

Commissioner J. Cresto (No) 

Commissioner K. Spolar (No) 

 

Chairman Wilson administered the oath required by State Law for public forum. 

 

Chairman Wilson stated that anyone wishing to speak limit their comments to three minutes and not to 

duplicate a previous point; they will have one opportunity to testify. Chairman Wilson also reminded 

the Commission that the meeting was being live streamed so everyone needed to speak loud and clear 

for the public to hear.  

 

 

ITEM ONE:  CASE # 22-00600003:  Request by Ryan D. Stearns, Joseph R. Hewgley & Associates, 

Inc. on behalf of Eiad Suleiman, property owner, for the Rezoning of two (2) Unplatted Tracts of Land 

FROM Single-Family Residential A (SFR-A) Zone District TO Mixed-Use Neighborhood (MXN) 

Zone District containing 3.18 acres M/L and FROM Rural Holding Zone (RHZ) TO Mixed-Use 

Neighborhood (MXN) Zone District containing 17.07 acres M/L. The properties are generally located 

southeast of Philipina Avenue and Strong Drive. This item initially went before the Planning and 

Zoning Commission on June 8, 2022, however the approval was invalid due to an administrative error. 
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CB Strain began by explaining how it was the second time the Commission was hearing the rezone 

request. There was a state law that the City Attorney caught for zoning actions whereas the majority 

of the quorum must approve an action meaning that there must be a minimum of four (4) affirmative 

votes. CB continued to explain that at the previous Commission meeting of June 8, 2022 there was a 

quorum, however there were only three (3) affirmative votes rendering the action invalid. Because it 

was an error on staff’s part, they need to make sure that the applicant has their due process. In that 

case, the Commission must hear the case again. CB stated that Mr. Ryan Stearns was still the applicant 

and agent for Eiad Suleiman, property owner. They’re wishing to change the zoning designation from 

Single-Family Residential A (SFR-A) Zone District to Mixed-Use Neighborhood (MXN) Zone District 

for an unplatted tract of land containing 3.18 acres. And another unplatted tract of land containing 

17.07 acres from Rural Holding Zone (RHZ) to Mixed-Use Neighborhood (MXN) Zone District. CB 

used the overhead projector to display the GIS Map showing the location of the properties. CB stated 

that subsection 10-5-B-d-i-3a of the City of Gallup Land Development Standards stated that 

amendments to the official zoning map which involve a particular area of land may be made by the 

Council on its own motion or upon request of the Planning and Zoning Commission, or the person or 

persons holding fifty one percent (51%) or more of the ownership of the area of land may request the 

Planning and Zoning Commission to amend the map upon a determination that there are sufficient 

grounds for the amendment. In this particular case, the petitioning property owner, Eiad Suleiman 

represents 100% ownership of the property and therefore is making a request this evening. CB used 

the overhead projector to display the GIS Map showing the properties zoning designations. One tract 

is currently zoned Single Family Residential (SFR-A) and the other is Rural Holding Zone (RHZ) 

whereas they want both rezoned to Mixed-Use Neighborhood (MXN). CB explained that the reason 

for the rezone was to develop it with residential and mixed-use development. The property owner chose 

the MXN Zone District because it allowed for both single-family residential and multi-family 

residential. CB informed the Commission that Mr. Stearns was present and that he could answer any 

questions pertaining to the type of development they’re planning. He informed the Commission that at 

a later date the property would need to be subdivided, which was when they would come back before 

the Planning and Zoning Commission for approval of the subdivision. CB pointed out how the city 

was in desperate need of housing and reminded the Commission how the City Council declared a 

housing emergency at their regular meeting on May 24, 2022. This particular project would move 

towards helping with those housing needs in the city. CB stated that the MXN Zone District allowed 

both single-family and multi-family in the same district as well as other uses within that district. The 

other commercial uses that are allowed are controlled and limited in size. In other words, a big box 

store could not go in there, such as a Wal-Mart or a Home Depot; only small commercial development. 

The Gallup Task Force did review the rezone request whereas they did not have an issue with the 

rezone. CB read aloud the Zoning Map Amendment Criteria that the property qualified under: 

5. The social, economic or environmental interests of the general public good would be better 

served by the proposed zoning district than the existing one. 

 

FINDINGS OF CONCLUSION: CB stated that the findings of staff for the proposed request met the 

Acceptable Grounds for Amending the Official Zoning Map per Section 10-5-B-d-i2 of the City of 

Gallup Land Development Standards. CB recommended approval of the rezone; Resolution Number 

RP2022-7.  
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Chairman Wilson asked the Commissioners if they had any questions for staff.  

 

Commissioner Long stated that because the MXN Zone District was fairly new to the Commission, he 

wanted to point out a couple of things. He referenced page 16 of the City of Gallup Land Development 

Standards reading the MXN Zone District’s purpose statement. Commissioner Long then referenced 

the Use Table on page 47 to 50 reading aloud what uses were permissible in the MXN Zone District. 

He stated that they needed to understand and know what MXN meant. Commissioner Long stated that 

he was not for or against, however MXN was new to them and wanted to ensure everyone was educated 

on it.  

 

Commissioner Cresto stated that there was already a strip fronting off Philipina Avenue zoned as 

Single-Family Residential and he was thinking it may be full of businesses all the way up that street. 

He had a concern because if it all turned into commercial when their intent was to bring in housing; it 

goes against what they’re needing in that area. Commissioner Cresto was unsure if the code had 

requirements saying there had to be so many residential sites per commercial sites. CB stated that from 

what the developer has shown the city on the preliminary subdivision, it’s all residential lots whereas 

there was no commercial. MXN is a brand-new district that the city adopted with the new code and it’s 

the only district that allows for that type of mixed-use. CB continued to state that it was staff’s job to 

make sure that the request met the minimum requirements, which they do. Now it’s up to the 

Commission to weigh the evidence and make a determination whether they agree with the rezone or 

not.  

 

Chairman Wilson asked CB to explain the approval process again. CB stated that if the rezone was 

approved, the next step would be the subdivision. They would have to create lots, dedicate streets and 

install all the utility infrastructure. CB emphasized how it would be difficult to go back and change it 

into commercial after it was already platted for residential. There was a discussion between 

Commissioners and staff regarding the possibility of plans changing, allowing single-family in multi-

family residential zone districts, and cluster housing. 

 

Chairman Wilson asked if there was anyone wishing to speak in favor of this case.  

 

Ryan Stearns from Joseph R. Hewgley & Associates approached the podium and introduced himself. 

Mr. Stearns stated that he was in favor of the project. And wanted to clarify a little bit on some of the 

zoning and the residential. It had a lot to do with lot square footages that are allowed in each one of 

them; that’s why they chose this route. Mr. Stearns stated that they did look at cluster housing and it 

just didn’t work on the lot. He was unsure if the Commission knew about the terrain out there. They 

had to be a little creative about how they built houses, but they’re trying to get as many houses in 

there as they can. One concern was lining up everything along Philipina Avenue. During the first 

review of their subdivision replat, the GTF comments informed them that they weren’t going to 

allow any driveways off Philipina Avenue. So, it will not look as they had previously anticipated. 

Mr. Stearns stated that the goal on that whole side was single-family residential and as they work to 

the south across the lot, they get into town homes. Then the back half of the lot they are unsure about 

what they want to do; single-family or multi-family; it depends on how the market reacts. He stated 
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that they were only doing the first, third or half of the lots now. Then the second subdivision will take 

care of the back half. Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez asked Mr. Stearns how many houses would 

be built there. Mr. Stearns stated that they were trying to get one hundred (100) to a hundred and 

forty (140) total for both phases. Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez asked if houses were the overall 

goal. Mr. Stearns responded that they would love to do houses; they just don’t know what the market 

will bring. Their price range for selling each house is going to about $200,000 to $300,000. 

Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez asked about the first section off Philipina Avenue; how many 

houses would there be in total? Mr. Stearns responded ten (10) houses; they’re shooting for about 

twenty-eight (28) or thirty-two (32) lots total. Mr. Stearns spoke about how they had a lot of funds 

invested in the project whereas most will go towards infrastructure. He also informed the 

Commission how he asked staff not to show the preliminary plat that was shown at the last 

Commission meeting being that the layout has drastically changed due to the GTF comments. Mr. 

Stearns stated that their new plans are to get their primary access off of Strong Drive, which will help 

with drainage and utilities.  

Commissioner Miller stated that the last version had about twenty-three (23) to twenty-eight (28) lots 

with the main driveway off Philipina Avenue. Mr. Stearns stated yes; about twenty-three (23) lots. 

Commissioner Miller stated that it seemed like Philipina Avenue would serve as an express way. Mr. 

Stearns responded yes; it will have one drive into a street that they will have to put in there for the 

Fire Department to access. Commissioner Miller asked if they were going to go further south into 

that development, than they had in their original version? Mr. Stearns responded yes; they’re going 

about forty feet (40’) further. Commissioner Miller stated that it was also brought up the last time, if 

they would consider approving the single-family just for the first phrase so that the neighborhood 

knows that will be done. Mr. Stearns stated that he didn’t think they could really do that because they 

have to totally subdivide the property and weren’t willing to do that.  

CB clarified that the applicant wants to rezone the two (2) existing lots whereas they cannot rezone a 

portion of a lot. Mr. Stearns spoke about how they moved further south because they added another 

street in there, which pushed everything back. Commissioner Miller asked Mr. Stearns if he added 

ten (10) more lots. Mr. Stearns stated yes.  

Chairman Wilson asked if there was anyone wishing to speak in favor of this case.  

Jason Valentine approached the podium. Chairman Wilson administered the oath required by State 

Law for public forum (since Mr. Valentine didn’t participate in the oath at the beginning of the 

hearing.) Mr. Valentine introduced himself as a real estate agent with Coldwell Banker & High 

Desert Realty. Mr. Valentine stated that he had some information to share with the Commission (a 

copy is attached hereto, marked as Exhibit One and made a part of these official minutes). Mr. 

Valentine stated that he was an advocate for bringing housing to the area; not just because it’s a 

matter of preservation for his business, but because the city desperately needed it. He reiterated how 

the City Council passed a resolution declaring a housing emergency in May 2022 and he wanted to 

emphasize something in that resolution which was paragraph four of that emergency declaration. He 

spoke about how it indicated setting up a process to work with developers to catalyze subdivisions, 

projects, and development areas supported by the city housing plan, MRA plans, and Growth 

Management Master Plan. Mr. Valentine stated that the city was really advocating for revising one or 
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more zones to encourage the mixed-use zoning and that’s exactly what the applicant was trying to 

do; mixed-use. He stated that mixed-use zoning was the way that development was happening across 

much of the country right now. The reason it’s happening is because mixed-uses have attracted 

investors with cash; seeking profit. The mixed-use zoning is giving the developers the opportunity to 

mitigate the risk on developments by having alternatives to be able to do. That means rental 

properties and commercial properties along with their single-family residents. Mr. Valentine 

continued by stating that the simple fact was, if they’re not willing to do mixed-use zoning, they’re 

probably not going to develop. The days of massive subdivisions being built with nothing but single-

family houses are probably gone. He referenced his handouts stating that architects say better 

planning could ease the cost burden when short of public health. This goes along with infrastructure 

needs as well. Mr. Valentine continued to state that mixed-use zoning doesn’t just generate tax 

revenue from property values, it also generates tax revenue from sales tax and things like that. There 

are opportunities for the City of Gallup to maximize the land that is being developed. He referenced 

examples from his handouts and spoke about a variety of the projects. Mr. Valentine stated that those 

were all great examples of mixed-uses, which was a huge trend across the country. He stated that he 

has heard the concern with MXN; anything could be put in there, however that’s not entirely true. 

While the MXN does have a little bit of usage for restaurants under 3,000 square feet, they can’t 

bring in a Wal-Mart. There are also some concerns about the developer’s financial ability to 

complete the project. Unfortunately, that’s not something that should be deterred in a rezoning 

meeting. The consensus from the individuals that he talked to was at the general fear of low-income 

apartments and there’s a significant need for market rate apartments in Gallup. The fact that if there 

was an opportunity through a mixed-use zoning to do apartments, they’re probably going to be 

market-rate apartments. He also mentioned the proximity to the hospitals, which would be an ideal 

location for market rate units. The quality of housing being built was a concern from some of the 

folks in the neighborhood. That’s why the city has permitting processes and inspections; as long as 

there’s a minimum standard of what’s being built. The real concern seemed to come down to not 

knowing the neighbors and wanting run down shacks. Mr. Valentine stated that neighbors were 

concerned because the new owners might not maintain their property. People have to remember that 

is a Code Enforcement issue; not a developer’s issue. There were also concerns from the 

neighborhood that property values were going to drop. He spoke about how he pulled the MLS info 

for properties along Kit Carson, Canoncito, and Philipina. He reminded the Commission how the 

developer just stated that he’s going to be building houses between $250,000 to $300,000. The 

average price point on homes that were sold in the last two years on Kit Carson were about $248,000. 

So, if anything, the neighborhood along Kit Carson is going to benefit from progression because new 

homes are being built which is likely to increase their property values. The average price point of 

homes being sold on Canoncito over the last couple of years is about $257,000, which is right in the 

middle of where they want to build houses. Mr. Valentine referenced his handouts talking about the 

pictures he took while visiting Padre Island, Texas. He spoke about how they have single-family 

homes next to apartments and town houses while also having a nearby church and store. This all was 

in a four-block proximity, which was a very nice subdivision displaying that mixed use was possible. 

Chairman Wilson thanked Mr. Valentine for his comments and asked if there were any other 

interested parties wanting to speak to approach the podium. 



Planning and Zoning Commission Special Meeting 
July 28th, 2022 

Page 6 of 10 
 

William (Bill) Lee approached the podium. Mr. Lee introduced himself as a homeowner in the area. 

He stated that he was glad that this item came back before the Commission because last time he didn’t 

really have a chance to go back and look. Through his line of work, he was fairly involved when the 

Land Development Standards were put into place and he went back and looked at his notes. He believed 

that it was the intent at that time, as Mr. Commissioner Long pointed out, mixed-use was really 

designed to better serve those neighborhoods that butted up against business districts and commercial 

districts. So that there would be a blending that would take place there. Not to be something that stood 

on its own; with no offense to the previous speaker. Mr. Lee stated that Gallup was not Oakland, 

California; not New York where there are heavy urban and commercial districts where you have to 

make mixed-use blend; that’s not where Gallup is. He continued to state that the Commission was 

setting a dangerous precedent tonight. If the Commission allows the rezone to go through, he’s already 

talked to several land owners who will come for a rezone to do mixed-use in areas that he thinks are 

far less likely to be serving any kind of need other than that of putting in businesses and close proximity 

to large residential areas. Mr. Lee stated that he wants to see housing in Gallup and doesn’t see any 

problem with zoning this as single-family residential or multi-family. In other areas he thinks it can be 

broken up. He stated that he understood that the land owner does not want to come back to the 

Commission to redo these things, but sometimes they have to follow a process and they have to do 

what’s best for the community. Again, Mr. Lee stated that he thought the Commission was setting a 

dangerous precedent and it’s opening it up. He spoke about how they have already seen changes in 

their design between what they presented the first time and this time. The key word that was mentioned 

from the developer this evening was, “We’ll see what the market bares.” Well, if the market doesn’t 

bare for houses, apartments or townhomes, but it bares for putting in maybe a convenience store or a 

small business in that area, maybe that’s what they’ll do. And if the Commission already approved it 

and its already permissible the city/neighborhood will be in a place where they’re just stuck. Mr. Lee 

stated that he would encourage the Commission to really think long and hard about the rezone. There 

has to be a way to make this work better so they do get homes in Gallup. Mr. Lee stated that he thought 

it was critical and didn’t think this was the way to do it. He thanked the Commission for their time and 

was willing to answer any questions.  

 

Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez stated that she disagreed with Mr. Lee about the mixed-use. She 

stated that she lived in Chihuahuita, which was mixed-use. And thought the idea of MXN was to have 

a really diverse, lively, small-scale neighborhood that has lots of different uses in it. And to allow for 

mom-and-pop stores. Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez stated she disagreed that it served as a buffer 

zone; being a line between commercial and housing. She spoke about the LDS update when they talked 

about allowing for an active neighborhood with all different opportunities for small business owners 

to have a live-work situation. Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez liked the idea about creating really 

diverse neighborhoods. Mr. Lee responded that he didn’t think it was a buffer zone; it’s a blending 

zone. And it’s not to create buffers or put up walls; it’s to blend those things and he doesn’t think that’s 

what they’re talking about; it’s strictly residential right now. Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez stated 

that there was a church right there, a Dollar Store, and the Pepsi plant. Mr. Lee responded that those 

were all along a commercially zoned area. Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez stated that she felt they 

needed more diverse neighborhoods with the availability of apartments and townhouses, which was a 

good thing for the community. Again, Mr. Lee disagreed with mixed-use.   
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Chairman Wilson thanked Mr. Lee for his comments and asked if there were any other interested 

parties wanting to speak to approach the podium. 

Marie Chioda approached the podium and introduced herself. She stated that she was representing 

her family and mother, Amalia Colaianni whom owns the bigger home on Philipina Avenue. Mrs. 

Chioda stated that she didn’t feel the mixed-use zoning would work for their neighborhood. She 

agreed with Mr. Lee about how it was not appropriate for that area. The homes in that area are larger 

and more valuable. Ms. Chioda didn’t believe that the proposed aesthetics would work with what the 

current neighborhood had. She spoke about her concerns if the residential project did not work out 

whereas it could possibly all become commercial property. There’s a lot of areas in Gallup, in her 

opinion that look like a hodge podge; with a lot of mixed use. Mrs. Chioda thought that the zoning 

should remain as single-family residential or multi-family. She stated that she was afraid of 

commercial zoning for this area and how it may affect the value of their homes. And she thinks with 

the schools, it would create a danger area.  

Chairman Wilson thanked Mrs. Chioda for her comments and asked if there were any other interested 

parties wanting to speak to approach the podium. 

 

Tim Adcock approached the podium. Chairman Wilson administered the oath required by State Law 

for public forum (since Mr. Adcock didn’t participate in the oath at the beginning of the hearing.) Mr. 

Adcock introduced himself stating that he lived about two or three blocks away from there. He stated 

that he had previously discussed this item with Mr. Valentine and most of the concerns he had were 

already discussed this evening. As far as the $250,000 to $300,000 cost of homes, he was under the 

impression that they were going to be smaller or less expensive homes. Mr. Adcock stated that he 

didn’t have a problem with the single-family homes or the multi-family. He was however concerned 

that the individual that owned the property was not a citizen of Gallup. It seems to him that when 

people don’t live in Gallup, they don’t really care what happens. They don’t see it every day; they 

don’t drive by it every day. So, if it does go to mixed-use and it becomes a hodge podge of different 

stuff, they don’t see it but the neighborhood is stuck with it. Mr. Adcock stated that people come to 

Gallup and they have these grand ideas and Gallup falls for it and it turns into a mess. He told the 

Commission to watch and see what was going to happen with the development. Mr. Adcock stated that 

earlier they spoke about city ordinances in pulling weeds or citing for dilapidated homes; as far as he 

could see the city does not enforce that. People can drive down any street and see that the city doesn’t 

enforce stuff like that so he knows that it will not be done. Chairman Wilson thanked Mr. Adcock for 

his comments. 

 

Jason Valentine again approached the podium. Mr. Valentine stated that he did speak with Mr. Adcock 

about Code Enforcement, which the city seems to be lacking in. He stated that was the fear of many in 

the neighborhood seemed to be. They loved the idea of new housing; they don’t like the idea of that 

new housing dilapidating and falling apart and becoming a hazard. Mr. Valentine continued to state 

that there was a plan for this, however it was not being executed well. That’s where he believes the 

Planning and Zoning Commission comes into play; holding them accountable to ensure the plans are 

executed well. Mr. Valentine’s concern is that if it’s going to be executed well; it’s going to be a nice 

subdivision. This will add value to the neighborhood. Chairman Wilson thanked Mr. Valentine for his 
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comments.  

 

Chairman Wilson asked CB to approach the podium and explain the function of his department and 

how it relates to the issues that have just been raised. He also wanted him to explain what will come 

back before the Commission and so forth to maybe address some of the concerns about the rezoning 

request. CB stated that the developer approached the city with their plans of single-family and multi-

family dwellings. The Mixed-Use Neighborhood (MXN) Zone District is the only district that allows 

both single-family, multi-family and townhouses. That’s why it’s called mixed-use because it allows 

for all those different uses. Otherwise, it would be either single-family or multi-family only; not both. 

CB continued to explain how the MXN Zone District fit what they wanted to do. It’s also in 

conformance with the recommendations of the City of Gallup Growth Management Master Plan. It’s 

not something that’s outrageous for this area according to the master plan. So again, staff looks to see 

if number one it’s in line with the master plan, if it fits what the developer is proposing and if it meets 

the criteria, then staff presents it to the Commission. CB pointed out whether it meets the criteria or 

not, staff must still present it. If the rezone request did not meet the criteria, staff would inform the 

Commission that their request did not meet the code requirements. In this case, the applicant met all 

the requirements of the code. It’s staff’s job to make sure they meet the basic minimum requirements 

and it’s up to the Commission to weigh the evidence that staff presents to approve or disapprove. CB 

stated that this was where they were at and it’s now the Commission’s decision to approve/deny the 

rezone request. CB stated that as far as Code Enforcement goes; it’s an issue in every town. He 

explained how his staff enforces codes every day and his department has two (2) Code Enforcement 

Officers. Those officers are responsible for covering the entire city and they have over two hundred 

cases right now for weeds, trash and debris, vacant structures, abandoned vehicles, etc. CB stated that 

they will never get caught up; there’s no way. He mentioned how he was recently approved funding 

for two (2) more Code Enforcement Officers so they’ll have a total of four (4) officers, but even with 

four there’s no way to catch everything. CB spoke about the difficulty in citing people and gaining 

compliance whereas citizens say they’re picking on them. No matter what Code Enforcement does; 

they’re either not citing enough or citing too much.  

 

Chairman Wilson asked if there were any other interested parties wanting to speak. 

Ryan Stearns again approached the podium. Mr. Stearns stated that he wanted to address a couple of 

things. He informed the Commission that the property owner was not someone from out-of-town 

whereas he actually owns a house in Gallup and lives here about 80% of the time. One of the proposed 

lots is actually a house for him where he does plan to live in the neighborhood. Mr. Stearns stated that 

as far as the area of mixed-use neighborhood; they do these types of development all over. This is a 

prime location for housing. He spoke about how they have commercial property to the west; it is shown 

as single-family residential, but there is a church there and a parking lot. It is a blending from the 

commercial to the SFR-B. In his opinion, it’s one of the things that they run into. Everybody wants 

housing; you look around this is mixed-use neighborhood; this is the trend. Mr. Stearns spoke about 

how people work from home and don’t go to the office anymore. And how people don’t drive as much; 

they walk. He stated that they’re not planning on putting in any commercial there. However, if someone 

wants to buy a lot and they sell it and they put something there they can’t prevent that. Mr. Stearns 

wanted to make it clear that they have no intention of that. He thought that it seemed like everybody 



Planning and Zoning Commission Special Meeting 
July 28th, 2022 

Page 9 of 10 
 

wants residential, but they don’t want to take any chances of having it in their back yard.  

 

Chairman Wilson asked the Commission if they had any other questions or concerns. There were none. 

 

Chairman Wilson stated that the hearing was closed.  

 

Motion to approve or deny the request for Case Number 2022-00600003. Commissioner Mackenzie-

Chavez motioned for approval of Item One. Seconded by Commissioner Pawlowski. Motion Carried. 

 

Chairman Wilson asked if there was any additional discussion needed by the Commissioners to review 

the evidence or facts. Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez stated that they have to be realistic about how 

many people are willing to come in and develop in Gallup. Housing is incredibly expensive. 

Commissioner Mackenzie-Chavez stated that she was a proponent of mixed-use; she lives in a mixed-

use neighborhood. She understands the fear of having commercial, but they can’t guarantee anything. 

The ideas behind mixed-use are about having people working and living. She emphasized how they’re 

talking about smaller stores; not big box stores. As Commissioner Long had pointed out, there are 

smaller things allowed such as, churches, small office buildings, etc. Commissioner Mackenzie-

Chavez stated that she hoped the developers did not walk away from the project; they have to be 

realistic of  how expensive housing is; mixed-use is the trend. Wants people to understand that they 

can have all different types of housing and there are different opportunities for land use. Commissioner 

Mackenzie-Chavez reiterated how mixed-use benefits work-live situations, which was the trend. She 

ended by stating that Gallup hasn’t had a lot of new housing built in a very long time.  

 

Upon roll call, the following votes were: 

Commissioner K. Mackenzie-Chavez (Yes) 

Commissioner F. Pawlowski (Yes) 

Commissioner M. Long (No) 

Commissioner L. Miller (No) 

Commissioner J. Cresto (No) 

Commissioner K. Spolar (Yes) 

Chairman K. Wilson (Yes) 

 

Madam Secretary stated that the rezone was approved with four (4) affirmative votes.  

 

 

OPEN FLOOR:  

Chairman Wilson asked if there was anyone in attendance that would like to comment on a non-agenda 

item. There were none. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Long to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Cresto. 

Motion Carried.   

 

Upon roll call, the following votes were: 
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Commissioner M. Long (Yes) 

Commissioner J. Cresto (Yes) 

Commissioner K. Mackenzie-Chavez (Yes) 

Commissioner F. Pawlowski (Yes) 

Commissioner L. Miller (Yes) 

Commissioner K. Spolar (Yes) 

 

 

Commission Adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

        

KENT WILSON, CHAIRMAN 

 

ATTEST: 

     

CLYDE (C.B.) STRAIN 

SECRETARY TO PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
























